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H o u s e  o f  L o rd s  V i s i t

Students from Ysgol Maesydderwen, Ystradgynlais,  winners of
the Lord Brooke of Alverthorpe prize, tel l  us about their visit  to
the Houses of Parl iament

On 14th November 2017, we had the opportunity to v is i t  the Houses
of Par l iament to gain an insight into the workings of our
Government.  We were graciously al lowed to spend the afternoon
with Lord Brooke of Alverthorpe, who gave us a comprehensive tour
of the House of Lords.

First ly,  we were shown the extravagant artwork and architecture,
which is an integral  part  of  our Br i t ish her i tage. The bui ldings are,  of
course, official ly a palace and remain to this day under the
jur isdict ion of  The Queen. The ‘Palace of Westminster’  certainly
l ives up to i ts name, with a huge array of  breath-taking art  and gold
leaf cei l ings and wal ls,  burst ing with symbol ism and wealth.  This
was a great chance to further our knowledge on the history of  our
country.

Fol lowing the tour,  we were al lowed into the debat ing chambers of
Par l iament.  We watched the opening ceremony of the House of
Lords as the mace accompanied the Lord Speaker into the Chamber
and was placed on the Woolsack ( the Woolsack i tsel f  symbol ic of  the
wealth that founded the Br i t ish Empire) .  We observed a ser ies of  oral
debates in the House of Lords, giv ing us first  hand exper ience of
what is seen on televis ion.

We then moved into the House of Commons gal lery where we had
the chance to observe a debate on the content ious topic of  Brexit .
This was a l ively and often humorous debate,  with M.P.s such as
Frank Field,  Hi l lary Benn and Kenneth Clark contr ibut ing
passionately on the topic of  the country’s leaving date.

Apart  f rom this,  we were great ly excited to see notable and famous
pol i t ical  figures,  such as Lord Alan Sugar,  Jacob Rees-Mogg and
Lord Menzies Campbel l .  Above al l  however,  we were very pr iv i leged
to spend the day with a Lord who has sat for 20 years and made
great str ides in the fields of  mental  health and substance abuse.

In the company of Lord Brooke, we spent t ime at Westminster Hal l
and were fortunate to acquire access into the Chapel  of  St.  Mary
undercroft .  We were able to stand in the broom cupboard where
Emily Davison spent the night of  the 1911 census and see the
plaque that Tony Benn instal led to commemorate the fact !  To round
off the day, we stood on the terrace over looking the Thames, saw the
modern offices of Portcul l is  House and were treated to tea and
scones at the House of Lords tearoom. What a day!

We are extremely grateful  to the WHSI for present ing us with this
unforgettable opportunity and we extend our thanks to Lord Brooke
for his hospita l i ty and for giv ing us a taste for Br i t ish pol i t ics.  We
both aspire to one day also be in a posit ion to have such a posit ive
influence on society and have our say.

Many thanks. Daniel  Edwards and Anya Welch, Ysgol  Maesydderwen

2 0 1 7  Aw a rd s  C e re m o n y

YSGOL GYNRADD GYMUNEDOL NANTGAREDIG AND BAGLAN
PRIMARY SCHOOL

T h e  2 0 1 7  A w a r d s ’  C e r e m o n y  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  H a l l i w e l l
C e n t r e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a l e s  Tr i n i t y  S t  D a v i d  –  a  l o v e l y
t h e a t r e  v e r y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  e v e n t .  D r
D y l a n  E ,  J o n e s ,  D e a n  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  C o m m u n i t i e s  a t
Tr i n i t y  S t  D a v i d  w e l c o m e d  e v e r y o n e  t o  t h e  C e r e m o n y
a n d  m u s i c a l  i n t e r l u d e s  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e
C a r m a r t h e n s h i r e  C o u n t y  B i g  B a n d .  O n c e  m o r e  w e  w e r e
e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  a  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r, t h e  p i r a t e  B a r t i
d d u  o r  B a r t h o l o m e w  R o b e r t s  f r o m  P e m b r o k e s h i r e  ( o r
a c t o r  D i o n  D a v i e s )  f r o m  t h e  t h e a t r e  c o m p a n y  ‘ I n
C h a r a c t e r ’  c a m e  t o  s t r i k e  f e a r  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e
c h i l d r e n  a n d  t o  p r e s e n t  p r i z e s  t o  t h e  p r i m a r y  s e c t o r s .

The awards were presented by WHSI committee members:

Foundat ion Phase and Special  Schools:  Geraint Bevan
Primary Schools:  Nia Wil l iams and Dr Stuart Broomfield
Secondary Schools:  Dr Dylan E Jones

Alun Morgan, Vice-Chair  of  WHSI presented the Eustory Pr ize and
made the closing remarks.

Winners of the National
Museum shield for best
entry in each category and
the winner of the Eustory
award
Hodge Foundat ion Pr ize £750 
MAERDY COMMUNITY PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Hodge Foundat ion £750 
PORTFIELD SPECIAL SCHOOL

Moondance Foundat ion Pr ize £750
BAGLAN PRIMARY SCHOOL

YSGOL GYNRADD GYMUNEDOL
NANTGAREDIG

Moondance Foundat ion Pr ize £750
TONYPANDY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Eustory Winner:
YSGOL MAES GARMON
YSGOL TRYFAN

This year students from the winning
schools wi l l  attend a European
Academy in Ber l in in October 2017.
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